Shelton's Grove

An interesting footnote to the history of the Niles & New Lisbon Railroad is the story of
Shelton's Grove. The Grove was located along Little Beaver Creek, near the tiny
community of Teagarden (see Before It Was a Bike Path, slides 50, 51). The community
was founded by William Teagarden who located there in 1804. Teagarden dammed the
Creek and built a sawmill, which became the center of the small community.

Sometime in the early 1800's William sold about 200 acres of his property along the
Creek to another early settler, Sam Shelton. Sam married, had six children, and like most
of his neighbors, probably earned a living farming. But in 1875 it appears the Shelton
family opened a coal mining operation on their property, near Long's Crossing, Milepost
26.5 on the Niles & New Lisbon Railroad:
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While the lands along the Little Beaver Creek contained rich deposits of coal, two of
Sam's sons, Vernon and Homer, were apparently more interested in the calm, peaceful
pond created by Teagarden's dam, and the adjacent park-like grounds on Shelton land.
By 1878 the brothers began developing the spot into a local picnicking attraction:
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By the following year, informal outings and picnics at Shelton's evolved into a more
formal commercial venture, complete with newspaper advertising by the brothers:
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During the 1870's US railroads began marketing rail travel for personal enjoyment.

Rail excursions, even short trips to local attractions, became fashionable. The Shelton's

were fortunate in that the Niles & New Lisbon Railroad passed close by their site.
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with a full description of the Grove Excursion (plus a compliment to N&NL Agent Leet).
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Over the years, the N&NL would carry tens of thousands of happy passengers to
Shelton's. The first mention of Shelton's Grove in Canfield's Mahoning Dispatch
appeared in the Sept. 5, 1879 edition. Editor Fowler introduced readers to Shelton's

S —
The Excursion and Picnic.

Tue Sunday School Excursion of the M.
. Church in Canfield, on last week Thurs-
day, to the Picnie crove of Messrs. Shelton,
near Long's Station on the Niles & New Lis-
bon railroad, was indeed a luxury and an oc-
casion that all will remember with pleasure.
Through the obliging Agent at this place,—
Mr. S. B. Leet,—a large aund pleasant car
was secured, which afforded room for nearly
all to be seated quite comfortably.

The grounds are casy of access from Long’s
Station by public roads and also by a very
beautiful private road, through a narrow val-
ley upon the premises. A pond of water, of
perhaps a mile and a half in length, narrow

Word spread, as the Grove became a popular destination for groups and organizations

and of modernte depth, affords a fine oppor-
tunity for boating, which was especially en-
joved at this time by all the party. There
are also swings and croquet grounds pro-
vided, and a very nice and convenient dining
hall, having tables and seats, for lunck ; and
this day being warm, ice-cream was furnished
the
dav, it was also given at the usual price of
the grounds for a day, which is for a company

company. As we did not remain all

of one hundred or less, $5.00. Our company
numbered one hundred and fiftcen members
of the Sunday School, Church and congrega-
tion. It is intended by this School to repeat

at a suitable time in the future, its vigit to

Sheiton’s grounds. Pasrtor.

in communities all along the N&NL rail line:

—_——-—————————————
Greenford.

The excursion and picnic to Shelton’s
(rove on Friday wage a grand success. Four
Sabhath schools were represented,the Ev,
Lutheran, Baptist, Diaciple and German Re-
Lutheran. The committee on trans-
portation had only chartered three coaches,
but the Railroad Co. sent four, and it is well
they did, for they were all crowded, over 200
being in waiting at Green station to board
them.
past 10 a. m. and from that time until 5 p. m.,
theyenjoyed themselvesin boatriding, ewing-
ing, and other amusements ; and there never
was & party went out that enjoyed themselves
Not an incident nor accident hap-
pened on the trip or at the grove to mar the
pleasure of any one. Besides those going
on the train, almost fifty more went by pri-
vate conveyances. Revs. Keifer, Morrison
4dnd Roller were present.

form

The party arrived at the Grove at half

better.

Tue children and members of the M.

Church of Cantield took the early teain south |

for Shelton’s Grove Tuesday, where it had

tieen arranged to hold a picnic.

gwimming, fishing, swinging and other aports

were indulged in, and a good time had gener-

ally.

Boating,

8

4

The party returned at 5:30 p. . all ||

g
feeling that it was good to have been there. J

Mahoning Dispatch 8-19-1881

Mahoning Dispatch
9-16-1881
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The Sunday School Picnic.
O~ Tuesday August 29th, Cantield was al-
An

the

most totally deserted. Excursion and
Basket

Sunday School was joined Ly the Sunday

Picnic, in which Presbyterian

Schools of the Congregational Church here |

and the Misston Church of Loveland Station,

| together with teachers and a large number

invited guests, went to Shelton’s grove, in
Columbiana county, to spend the day and
enjoy the sports and pleasures usually in-
dulged iu on such oceasions.

At Bo'clock that morning, several hundred
persons, men

the train in waiting at the station here, and

| in a short time they were passing swiftly

| to be.

along to their destination. A happier crowd

is seldom seen together than this one seemed

’

Even the  deacons” smiled on this
occasion, when some one suggested that the
male ‘“ members of the flock’ wear a * big

sun-flower’ as an insignia as well ag a mat-

d at Shelton’s

ynt 60

i
Tae I. Q. O. F. picnic hel :

b o) ) ¥ .
on Tuesday wag attended by al er-

t

sons from Canfield, and several from Wash-

ingtonville, The Salem Good Will Encamp-

ment, under whose auspices the picnie was |
held, failed to put in an appearance

ather, but those |

L £1] l»,;
owing to the inclement we

o did attend report an elegant time.

With so many people from all walks of life
attracted to the Grove, observance of the "strict
temperance" motto sometimes became an

issue for the Shelton brothers.

Columbiana True Press

Leetonia, Ohio
8-27-1881
as reported in

The New Lisbon Journal

women and children, boarded

| season.”

| grove, the whole party returned, mauy tired |

out and fatigued with the sports and events |

1
|

ter of identification. No person without a

tled to a seat at the first table.
Arriving on the grounds, this vast multi-

|
‘
big sun-flower in his buttoun-hole was enti- |

tude took everything by storm. Boating

was the chief amusement of the day. The |
day being a most delightful one, both 01d}‘
and voung enjoyed it as the ‘“ event of the “

Dinner was served about mid-day |

(
¢
t
t

| §

(

v p : : |
the tables fairly groaning with their load |

of good things. The children had a regular |
feast, and all present fared sumptuously.

|
After spending sgeveral happy hours at the [
]

of the day, who retired that evening to dream |

of naught else but ** mountains of cake’ and |

L

“ big sun-flowers.

Mahoning Dispatch 9-8-1882

Mahoning Dispatch
8-4-1882

. Tax New Lisbon Journal eays: On
Friday, James Edwards, Samuel Mar
tin, Jr., and Joseph Greenawalt were
;| arraigned before Mayor Dickinson for
|trial on the oath of Homer Shelton,
.| charging Edwards and Greenawalt
with drunkennees, and Martin with |
| drunkenness and stealing & linen duats
| et, during'a picnic held at shelton’s
{ Grove on the evening of the 13thinst.|
Edwards pleaded guils, and was fined
$5and costs. Martin was discharged
on recommendation of prosecuting
wirness on payment of costs. Greena:
walt was also discharged.

-

§



The popularity of Shelton's continued to grow during the 1880's, as tourists and
picnickers traveled to the Grove on daily scheduled and special N&NL excursion trains.

Qurite a large number of our young peaple |

o]

are arranging to pienic at Shelton’s on next |

Wednesday. M. L. Edwards has the affair | . .

b e kel Bl Mahoning Dispatch 5-25-1883
in charge, and will furnish round-trip tickets
at §1.50 per L‘Mll;'»i(}. This will include all ‘
privileges at the ground.

Tre Sunday Schools of this place will | C
hold s union picnic at Shelton’s grove, on in TrE union Sunday School piCniC held at
Thursday next. A special train will leave Shelton’s Grove on Thursday was attended
the depot at 8 A. M., standard time, return- | of by about five hundred persons.
ing at 5 p. M. J.
Mahoning Dispatch 7-30-1886 Mahoning Dispatch 8-6-1886

By 1889 sizeable passenger traffic to and from the Grove merited construction of a
station with a 50-foot platform for boarding, along with a building with slate roof.
K

E Thev have a new station at V' ' Leetonia Reporter
l T Shelton’s Platform fifty feet 'l 8-2-1889

long, and bwlding with a slate roof. |

i :

e - L L] 1 1

| Teagarden Section

The exact location of this station is not clear, but it likely remained at Long's Crossing.
Based on the above 8-2-1889 article and other period newsclips it appears Homer

ended his involvement with the Grove sometime during the 1880's. Brother Vernon

took charge, with continuing efforts to expand the appeal of his grounds.

Shelton's Grove.

A large and handsome new b?nt, to be The editor and family enjoyed the
j{used on the creek at Shelton’s grove, pleasures of the I. O, O. F. picnic held
-| was received at this station last Satur- at Shelton’s grove last Saturday. It
1| day and teken by wagon to its destina- was pronounced by all to have been the
:| tion. Mr. Shelton is udding many im- largest and most successful picnic ever
.| provements to his pleasure .grounds held in that beautiful grove. Mr. Shel-
1| and for picnics and small parties it is Sout CEEEROS grOitl panlsh Tou Ly RITOTS
L8 1L m‘i%—'—“—ﬂ D 1 ‘ put forth to make all happy-

[the Teading résort in this acction of the The grounds are being well patronized
iatater—-——--— - & and tbeir fame is spreading all over
Eastern Ohio and Western Pennsyl-
H . _ wvania, New features for the pleasure’
Leetonia Reporter 6-13-1890 and comfort of patronsare being added
every season, the most notable one this
year being the electric pleasure boat.
. A trial trip was made last Saturday, and
I—eetor"a Reporter though not an entire success, demons-
trated that it will bo all that is claimed
7-15-1892 for it when the additionaf batteries are
placed in it.

Editorial -



The Grove enjoyed its greatest popularity, drawing the largest crowds, during the
1890's and the first years of the 20th century. One of the most popular events staged at
the Grove was the annual Harvest Home Picnic, held the last Saturday in August.
Prominent political figures at the state and even national level journeyed to the Grove to

speak. The event attracted thousands.

The harvest home picnic, the picnic
of the season, will be hield at Shelton’s
grove tomorrow, Aug. 24th, and if it is
a fair day, it will be the largest picnic
of the season.

Leetonia Reporter 8-23-1895

The Great Annual Harvest
Home Picnic was held there on
the last Saturday of August for
50 years. National figures,
senators and governors fre-
quently addressed huge crowds
in the large speakers hall. Typi-
cal was the gathering of about
8,000 people on Saturday,
August 26, 1905.

Yesteryears, Salem News
11-14-1995
Shelton Grove article

Rivaling the popularity of Harvest Home were the celebrations of national holidays--July
4th brought thousands to Shelton's Grove for dancing, baseball, boating and fireworks.

HURRAH ! -

; i
‘| Leetonia Celebrates the Glorious
1 Fourth™at Shelton’s.

Independance day was observed in a
.| quiet way by thé general cessation, of
buginess. The town was liberally deco-
rated with flags dnd bunting and pre-
sented & holiday appearance. There
was no public demonstration, however,
beyond the incessant popping of fire
crackers and the irrepressible whoop
and hurrah of the small boys, the most |
of our patriotic citizens having retired
to the umbrageous shades of Bhelton’s
grove, there t0 enjoy the picnic given|!
by the Leetonia fire department.

The grove was crowded with pleasure
segkers, five hundred and sixty-four
tickets haying been sold from thia sta-
tion alone. The attendance is estima-|,
ted at B,500. Of course where all
classes are mingled promiscuously to-
gether there will be an occasional
jarring of words by hot-headed disput-
ants, but the large crowd was quite as
orderly and well behaved as could be
expected. Notwithstanding the pre-
vaillmg idea that monmey is scarce,
the amusements were well patronized
and the firemen will be well reconi.
pensed for their troublo and expense.

=
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{ This nfforded every one o good oppor-

i joyed a very pleasantday. The weath-

.| could not help enjoying themselves.

A ball game between Leetonia and
Washingtonville nines was one of the
features of the afternoon. The score
was 4 to 5 in favor of Lectonia. « |

Dancing, boating, etc., constituted
the principal amusements of the day
and evening, the scene being 1llumined
at might by a brilliant display of fire-
works which were fired from the hill-
side near the camping ground, across
the open space along the creek bottom.

tunity to witness the display.
Take 1t all together those present en-

er being dry and not oppressively hot,
the entertainment good, and the occa-
gion a national one, of course they

Leetonia Reporter
7-5-1895



During these years, passenger traffic to and from the Grove was an integral part of
business on the Lisbon Branch--not just on special occasions, but every day. The Erie
timetable effective June 18, 1899 designated Shelton's Grove as a flag stop for all six of
the daily ex Sunday scheduled passenger trains operating on the Branch:

NILES AND LISBON BRANCH.
g | Central Time.
20 | 88 | 22 g June 18, 1899. 17 | 8T | 28
P.M. | AM. | A.M. Leave Arrive| AM. | P.M. | P.M.
_____ 2% |- JB-[18.00|......| . 18.80[....|...CLEVELAND... |{10.30|......[+6.80]......0.....1....
..... S |..¥..[14.80[110.32| $10.32|....|..YOUNGSTOWN..| 19.50| +2.35/+4.50 .. . .| - .o | 2"
_____ gaé ot - |14.50(11215| 10.50| .0|.......Niles.......| 18.40/11.25{+4.05|......|......|-...
..... 7|2 3'd £4.569112.28]| 10.58) 3.3|...Mineral Ridge...| 8.83| 11.10| 8.55|......|...... ....
..... e gl 2w s 5.06/12.45( 11.08( 6.3|.... Austintown....| 8.25| 10.35| §.44|......]......]....
o ERE| 5.18| 1.18( 11.22(12.0|...... Canfield...... 8.131 9 551 8801, oo o]l
A0 m%% Png|£5.28/£1.28] £11.27/14.2|..... Loveland..... s e i Se L RS B T s
..... e g 8o|f6.27/£1.86] £11,31/115.4|.......Calla.......]| £8.03] £9.20( £8.18|......]......]....
..... sl F82|66.82/£1.42] 11.86/17.5/.....Greenford. ....| 7.58/ £9.02|£3.09|......[......|..0.
..... 22 o|E %85| 5.39] 2.00] 11.43120.6|..Washingtonville..| 7.51| 8.45| 8.00|......[......]....
..... 38|~ a,| 5.48) 2.50| 11.48/22.4|......Leetonia .....| 7.47| 8.30| 2.50|......|......|....
..... Hon'S |<t o | £5.49(£8.05| £11.54]94.8/, . Franklin Square,.| £7.41| £8.03/£2.40|......0......|....
eeee| @8 S8(16.10(18.40(112,.15(33.2]....... Lisbon ...... H20 T B0 A A0 (s A s
P.M., | P.M. | NOON Arrive Leave| AM. | AM. | P.M.

Erie Railroad Public Timetable January 1900, page 18

But after 1900 the popularity of the Grove began to diminish. The arrival of the
automobile, the rapid increase in its numbers and improved roads resulted in a change
in travel habits and a dramatic decline in the popularity of Shelton's Grove. Many
people were no longer satisfied with travel to nearby, quaint destinations like the Grove.

The annual Harvest Home Picnic was an early casualty of this change. Despite
favorable weather and a personal appearance by Ohio Governor Judson Harmon,
attendance at the 1911 Harvest Picnic was down. And for the first time in years, the Erie
Railroad did not operate any special trains to Shelton's Grove for the event.

‘Harvest Home Plenie.

This annual event at Shelton's
Grove was not so largely attended

" The driveways to the grove are
very attractlve this time of the year.
The sumae, the golden rod and the

last Saturday as it has been in some
former years. The usual erowd came
In carrlages and other conveyanoes,
but this branch of the Erle rallroad
has ceased to be of use to the towns
and farms through which it passes,
and this year they furnished no ac-
commodations to land the people at

the grove, as has been done in the

past.

elderberries which fringe the bord-
ers of the highways add to the rustic
appearance of the surrounding land-
gcape. The Quaker City band of Sa-
lem furnished good selections of mu-
sle all day. The merry-go-round, the
swings and the boating furnighed
harmless amugement for the young,
while the older ones looked on In con-
tentment,

Mahoning Dispatch 9-1-1911




The last Harvest Picnic occurred in 1924 when fewer than 50 people attended the
political gathering at the Grove. (Salem News, Yesteryear, 11-14-1995).

Special excursion trains to Shelton's Grove for church outings persisted into the 20th
century a bit longer than specials to the Harvest Picnic. But with revenues from ticket
sales down, these special excursions became more difficult to arrange with the Erie.

HUVTUMDTU #J KO LuDi I iou.

The Erle train for the Sunday school
plenicat Shelton’s Grove will leave here
at 9 o’clock, Saturday morning.

Mahoning Dispatch 7-30-1909
Washingtonville Section

"Fhe Sunday school picnic at Shel-
ton’s Grove last Saturday was not so
‘'well attended "aor enjoyed as in for-
mer years. It® was badly managed,
and no attempt was made to inject
pew life into the day's amusements
for young, Five members of the
ﬂ@olm enford band were mjﬁ“%(:n tg ptI::{
‘with the Washingtonville band,

)| ements were made to have
E'?. rought hﬂ:q";ha train pulled
piok

ugh Greenford without stopping to
‘plc u$ g'h.o growd there, 8o that the
‘members of the blﬂ# gecured an auto-
‘mobile and came here so as not to

The Erie will run a special train
to Shelten’s Grove, Saturday morning,
leaving Washingtonville' at 8:30, on
account of the union Sunday school
picnic, and may also include Leetonia
Leaves the Grove at 7 p. m., $756 be-
ing guaranteed. G

Mahoning Dispatch 8-30-1912
Washingtonville Section

TR T AR I TR T to
8. 9 wm 80 as not
soint us. At 8:30 the train pull-
{fro mﬁt ﬂo with 90 full
. 1k ;! e
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Mahoning Dispatch 9-6-1912 Washingtonville Section

The last record in the Dispatch of a special train to Shelton's Grove appeared in 1914.
That year the Washingtonville Sunday schools joined with other groups to afford the cost
of chartering a special train from Washingtonville to the Grove and return.

The union Sunday schocel picnic hasg
been joined with the Foresters and
Business men of Washingtonville, and
have chartered a special train on the
KErie railroad to convey all passengers
free from here to Shelton’s Grove on
Saturday. The special will leave here
for the grove after the morning pas-
genger train goes north, Enough bag-
gage room will be provided on the
train to carry all the dinner baskets
that are wanted. Everybody can go
and have an enjoyable day's ou_ting. .

Mahoning Dispatch
8-14-1914
Washingtonville Section



The last regularly scheduled passenger train on the Branch was discontinued three
years later in June 1917, leaving a single mixed train each way daily to travel the line.
It's likely Shelton's Grove remained a flag stop for picnic gatherings until June 1917, and
perhaps even into the early 1920's for occasional travelers on the mixed train. Butin
1919 Vernon's sons John and Mark sold the Grove to a Mr. Eagleton. He was unable to
arrest the decline in patronage. And after the poor turnout at the 1924 Harvest Home
event, the Grove was essentially closed, ending 40 years of Niles & New Lisbon trains
carrying happy passengers to a day of boating, swinging, fishing, ice cream, dancing and
picnics at Shelton's Grove.

Bob Gentzel June 15, 2023

Postscript

While Shelton's Grove was the best-known picnic grounds along the Niles & New
Lisbon Railroad, it wasn't the only one. During the late 1800's and early 1900's, many
towns and villages had their own, nearby rural grove used for local social gatherings and
holiday celebrations. Leetonia and Lisbon were two such examples, each with a shady
grove within a stone's throw of Niles & New Lisbon tracks.

In Leetonia, the Cherry Valley Iron Company owned much of the land north of the iron
works, between Leetonia and Washingtonville. In September 1882 we find the first
reference in a Leetonia newspaper to the Cherry Valley Grove, located on this land,
about halfway between the two towns.

Lubbr cn-p-uuunr.

b Wo again ¢all* the attention of oud]

réaders to the 'ceming labor camp- Leetonia Democrat

 meeting fo be held on next Saturday 9-22-1882
Trd“ﬁlﬂrdty—ﬂunra—mghr—nr-teu—

speakers will be on hand and it iscon This gathering, like many subsequent

fidently expecled that the grrat and meetings in the heavily industrialized
momentous question of labor will be town of Leetonia, which was surrounded
ably diecassed and presented in its by multiple coal and ore mines, was a
various phases, Should the weather lab . '

be. auspicious whe hope to he able to abor Meeting.
report that in the Cherry Valley grove
‘was bold the largest lsbor meeting

 that bas over taken place in Eastern
Ohio.
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During the 1880's and 1890's, the heyday of Cherry Valley Grove, horses and buggies
conveyed townsfolk from Leetonia and Washingtonville to the site, a regular meeting
place on holidays and special occasions.

The “Ge-lorious Fourth” in our - -

village passed off in the usual qui- The 5 ?;? - '
et way, most of the citizens spend- € Song of 3§, eorge will have

o the d t of thin. Tha Bics a grand picnic and gala day, in
lnn:g at1 eChagrr(;ru\’glle;vé:ove 1S sailc)l to » Chcl'l'jé Valley Gro{:rw.:, on Sat_urday,
have been a success, and all present {une ¥ th'd The ’s il grc:hrmses 50
seemed to enjoy themselves. There ' "t: grax}u succgs } a;_n ] . cgm;
were a few arrests made in our mittee E’.’ tgunrblcurtfe_ ulty a.gmgs“
village, hut of so shght a character { evins wistofo spessd thie:day i iatme
as to be hardly worthy of notice. ' +o 3P y

h ; d amusement shoul
There were two or three sllght Lﬁ:nﬁ{onm musement. ou.

skirmishes, bt et

real-old-fashioned fight. The march
of improvement is onward.

-

Leetonia Democrat 6-10-1887

Leetonia Democrat 7-9-1886

The Fourth in Leetonia.
Independence day will be duly ob-
served in Leetonia, in the regulation
style. Tho people will go visiting and
receive visitors; the small boy will be
lh;a.ppyb;vith 'Tlfl‘:w fire c;atikeés, and tile Note: Bentley's 1902 Atlas of
rge boy will have a whole fire works; :
some will quietly snooze the dsy away Cglumblana (;ounty showed the
lying in the shade, and others will Bingham family owned property
t_ml?i(:ze il_}lth&cogle;. l?lut. the great mtt:; on the outskirts of Leetonia,
jo will attend the two picnics to Y i
heldzin nelghboring grovgs. St. Pat. about %2 mile SSW of Salem Iron
ricks church will hold their annyal pic- (formerly Grafton Iron)
nic in Binghams grove, just south of
‘Graffton furnace, and the Knights of
Labor will entertain all who come to .
the Cherry Valley grove, midway be- Leetonia Reporter  6-24-1892
tween Leetonia and Washingtonville.

=

The popularity of Cherry Valley Grove was short-lived. The last Leetonia newspaper
reference to a social function at this site was to a dance held there in March 1900. The
last reference found to any activity at Cherry Valley Grove was a June 19, 1901 report of
a Miners Meeting held there during an ongoing strike elsewhere in the region.
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- Miners Mass Maeetihg.

The mineérs of this vicinity held a

'| mass meeting in Cherry Valley grove
'{ Wedneaday morning, and the’;eg was
tseid to have been over 50‘1

s present.
The occasion was brought about by the
resence of President Haskins, Vice
resident Sullivan, and Secretary S8av-

; _}ge in the Palestine-Waterford field.

hey sent word Tuesday evening they
would be here and the men- were noti-

| Allgot & lay-o
grove.

fied next mornig’; asthey came to work.
and repairégd to tbe
L}

The time was spent in speech making
and an impromptu reception to the state
officers. The subject discussed wae un-
lonism and the importance of organi-

|zation and’ necessity of getting every

workman into the union,
The Amalgamation strike was fre-
quently alluded to but no move made

1or thought expressed looking to any

a_\,;mpathet.ic action,

Leetonia Reporter 6-19-1901

Prospects for a resurrection of Cherry Valley Grove for future gatherings were put to
rest in 1907 when the Youngstown & Ohio River Railroad completed a line between
Washingtonvile and Leetonia, raising a large steel bridge over the Erie Railroad tracks

through the former Cherry Valley Grove area.

Work on the Y. & O. R between
here and Washingtonville 18 progress-
ing slowly on account of the swamp
' near the Cherry Vailay furnace and the
' bridges over the Pennsylvania and Erie
'tracks. The line is completed between
Washingtonville and em. At the
Cherry Valley grove a gang of men
employed by the American Bridge com-
pany on Monday began the erection of

This will be ready before the trestle

not yet completed.

Leetonia Reporter 9-20-1907

)

the steel span across the Erie tracks. |

across the swamp, which will beé con-| [
struced on piles and the pile driving is

LEETONIA, OHIO. Y. & O. R. Ry. Bridge over Erie Ry.

g
M o

Postcard ca 1907
Youngstown & Ohio River Railway
Bridge over Erie Railroad, Cherry Valley Grove

In Lisbon, the local picnic ground was Willow Grove Park. The Park was located along
the west bank of Little Beaver Creek, about a quarter mile north of the Canton Bridge
(US Route 30 today). N&NL tracks ran along the hillside on the opposite Creek bank.

From the turn of the century (first reference in a Lisbon newspaper to Willow Grove
was in 1903) and extending into the 1930's, Willow Grove hosted hundreds of local
gatherings and picnics of churches, social groups, IOOF, Grange groups and family
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reunions. Like Shelton's Grove, about 8 miles north, Willow Grove featured a dam on
the Little Beaver, a pond and row boats for the enjoyment of visitors. Over the years,
the park offered swimming, camping, ice skating, a giant seasaw and rental cottages.

Willow Grove Park Dam ca 1914
¢ Postcard Ebay

Willow Park Dam

Willow Grove Park Lake ca 1910
Little Beaver Creek
Postcard Ebay

View Looking South Toward the Dam
N&NL Tracks Along Hillside to the Left

I'hoto by Gorsuch. Scene in “Willow Park,” Lisbon, Ohio.

Willow Grove never attracted huge regional crowds like Shelton's. Instead, it catered
to smaller groups from the immediate Lisbon and Elkton area. They came by foot, horse,
carriage and hay wagon to frequent family reunions and gatherings by churches, local
organizations and clubs. The Grove continued in this role into the 1930's, with a
footbridge constructed across the creek in 1933. About 1940 a flood destroyed the dam,
spelling the end of that chapter of the park. In the late 1940's, the Kiwanis helped lead
a successful community effort to restore Willow Grove. Today Willow Grove Park
remains open, one of several parks owned by the Village of Lisbon. (Preceding
information from articles and newsclips in Lisbon newspapers, 1903 to 1947, available
online through Lepper Public Library, Lisbon, Ohio)

Although the Groves at Cherry Valley and Willow were immediately adjacent to N&NL
tracks, | found no indication excursions or regular trains ever directly served these sites.

Bob Gentzel June 18, 2023



